
 

 

CompTIA A+ Certification 

CompTIA A+ Certification is a globally recognized, entry-level certification for aspiring IT 
professionals. It validates foundational knowledge and hands-on skills required for technical support, 
IT operations, and end-user device management. A+ is considered a starting point for careers in IT, 
including roles like help desk technician, support specialist, and IT field service technician. 

1. Eligibility Criteria 
• No formal education or work experience required. 
• Designed for individuals starting their career in IT or transitioning from other fields. 
• Recommended (not mandatory): 

o 9 to 12 months of hands-on experience in the lab or field. 
o Basic familiarity with hardware, networking, and troubleshooting. 

 
2. Alternative Entry Option 

• If you lack experience, you can still: 
o Take training through CompTIA or platforms like Coursera, Udemy, or LinkedIn 

Learning. 
o Use practice labs and simulations to gain hands-on exposure before appearing for 

the exams. 
 

3. CompTIA A+ Core Domains and Weightage 

The CompTIA A+ requires passing two exams: Core 1 (220-1101) and Core 2 (220-1102). 
Core 1 (220-1101): 

• Mobile Devices | 15% 
• Networking | 20% 
• Hardware | 25% 
• Virtualization and Cloud Computing | 11% 
• Hardware and Network Troubleshooting  | 29% 

 
Core 2 (220-1102): 

• Operating Systems | 31% 
• Security | 25% 
• Software Troubleshooting | 22% 
• Operational Procedures | 22% 

 
4. Exam Fees 

• Each exam costs: USD 246 
• Total certification cost: USD 492 for both exams 
• Exam Format: Multiple-choice, performance-based, and drag-and-drop 
• Duration: 90 minutes per exam 

 
5. Further Information and Registration 

• Official Website: 
https://www.comptia.org/certifications/a 

• Study Materials: 
o CompTIA CertMaster, Professor Messer, ExamCram books, practice tests, and labs 

 
6. Why Choose CompTIA A+? 

• Industry-standard entry certification for IT support roles 
• Widely accepted by employers across industries 
• Builds a strong foundation for advanced certifications like Network+, Security+, and beyond 

https://www.comptia.org/certifications/a

